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Mr. President, wake up. This terror 

is coming. For all we know, it is al-
ready on its way. For all we know, it is 
already here. For God’s sake, secure 
our border, start enforcing our immi-
gration laws, fully vet any asylum 
claims or refugees before they are ad-
mitted into our country. Or else, be 
prepared to bear the full condemnation 
of history for the terrors you will have 
set in motion against your country and 
your countrymen, betraying the high-
est trust in the land. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience. 

f 

TRENDING TOWARD 
AUTHORITARIANISM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, author 
and historian Timothy Snyder said in 
his book, ‘‘On Tyranny: Twenty Les-
sons from the Twentieth Century,’’ 
that ‘‘history does not repeat, but it 
does instruct.’’ 

Indeed, we must constantly work to 
preserve our democratic institutions 
from those who wish to threaten them 
because one of the most powerful in-
structions or lessons from the last cen-
tury is that democracy is deeply frag-
ile, and more importantly, it can trend 
and fall into authoritarianism. 

There are those in this country who 
are ignoring the lessons of the past, or 
worse. Some of the most popular news 
programs, Facebook groups, and social 
media networks are those that spread 
deliberate or negligent misinformation 
for partisan gain, sure, but for finan-
cial gain especially. 

In 2018, the American Institutional 
Confidence Poll found that only 69 per-
cent of Americans believed democracy 
is always preferable to any other kind 
of government. The remaining 31 per-
cent either reported that they were 
open to authoritarianism under some 
circumstances or they were so disillu-
sioned with politics that the type of 
government didn’t matter. 

While 69 percent may not seem 
alarming, it is nearly the same number 
of Hungarians who reported that demo-
cratic values, such as multiparty elec-
tions, were ‘‘very important’’ the same 
year that autocratic Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban began his ascent 
to power. 

Alarmingly, American conservative 
pundits have been praising Orban for 
his brand of strongman authoritar 
ianism for months, while Orban’s rule 
has been marked by state control of 
the media; restrictions on LGBTQ and 
immigrant communities; and suppres-
sion of free speech, a free media, and 
political opposition. 

Despite Orban’s assault on global 
democratic values, conservative com-
mentators here at home have endorsed 
his policies and have held him up as an 
example of what Americans should 

look for in a leader. These pundits have 
praised him for rejecting immigrants 
and refugees and have embraced his 
brand of ethnoreligious nationalism. 

This praise for autocratic leaders and 
authoritarianism is dangerous. 

Perhaps many believe that what hap-
pened in Hungary, the swift consolida-
tion of political power and manipula-
tion of political institutions, could not 
happen here. But one of the important 
lessons of the Trump Presidency is 
that we cannot afford to be compla-
cent. 

Over the past 4 years, we watched 
media and leaders on the right excuse 
or even support former President 
Trump as he leaned into authoritar 
ianism and incited violence. During his 
time in office, the former President’s 
actions often echoed those of 
strongmen like Orban. 

The former President used his office 
to target political rivals, including the 
efforts in Ukraine that ultimately led 
to his impeachment, treated the De-
partment of Justice as his own per-
sonal police force, violently put down 
protests against him, used the Presi-
dency to enrich himself, embraced po-
litical strongmen across the globe, and 
intentionally inflamed political ten-
sions to his own benefit. 

I believe history can and should con-
tinue to inform us, but we don’t have 
to look back very far. The trends devel-
oping around the world and in our own 
country are warning about the threat 
of authoritarianism. 

At a time when political polarization 
has led to violent attacks on demo-
cratic institutions across the country 
and in this very room, it is reckless to 
be feeding into these divisions. 

They are preying on deep ideological 
divides in this country and on their fol-
lowers’ fears. They exploit economic 
anxieties and concerns over immigra-
tion and globalization. They advocate 
for a society where the voices of those 
who offer different opinions are threat-
ened or silenced. 

A poll just released by the Public Re-
ligion Research Institute found that 40 
percent of those who subscribe to the 
farthest right media agree with the 
statement that ‘‘true American patri-
ots may have to resort to violence in 
order to save this country.’’ 

These statistics should be alarming 
to all of us. But those who peddle in-
cendiary and harmful rhetoric are 
using the trends toward authoritar 
ianism to their cynical advantage. 

Authoritarianism thrives on polar-
ization and uncertainty. Those who ex-
ploit, not repair, these cracks in our 
democracy do so for the explicit pur-
pose of increasing their own power. 

We must recognize their true inten-
tions and work to preserve the democ-
racy they seek to threaten. 

All media outlets have an obligation 
to present Orban and others like him 
as they are, repressive demagogues who 
threaten liberty and the rule of law. 

We must continue to recognize our 
common interests and those that have 

made our country the envy of the 
world: our freedoms of expression, eco-
nomic mobility, and our deep cultural 
richness. 

Orban’s rule is a warning to all of us. 
f 

RECOGNIZING STAFF OF LEVINE 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to enter into the 117th CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD an example of service 
beyond the call of duty of two surgeons 
and an amazing team of nurses and 
staff working at the Levine Children’s 
Hospital located in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. 

On Sunday, August 22, 2021, while en-
joying a relaxing day at our family 
farm, our 5-year-old grandson, Blair 
Beckham, got his hand entangled in 
the steel winch located at the front of 
a four-wheeler while attempting to pull 
a canoe out of a pond. 

I was able to pull his hand out of the 
winch just before his entire arm would 
have been severed by the steel pulley, 
but not before his index finger was sev-
ered and attached only by a single ar-
tery and his middle finger remained at-
tached, but all veins, bones, and joints 
were totally shattered. 

I immediately wrapped his hand in a 
towel and drove to the emergency room 
at our local hospital, where he spent 3 
hours before the ambulance trans-
ported him to Levine Children’s Hos-
pital located in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina. 

The ambulance arrived at the Levine 
Children’s Hospital at 9 p.m., and it 
was there that Dr. Dan Lewis, a faculty 
member of OrthoCarolina and a mem-
ber of the American Association of 
Hand Surgeons, and Dr. Keith Nord, 
who had instructed the staff at the 
emergency room at Piedmont Medical 
Center on the medical procedures to 
take while Blair was being transported 
to the Levine Children’s Hospital and 
who was a specialist in hand surgery 
and serving a fellowship at the hos-
pital, examined Blair and scheduled 
him immediately for emergency sur-
gery that night. 

The expedient and easy determina-
tion for these doctors to make would 
have been to amputate both fingers, as 
the loss of two fingers was not life- 
threatening and the surgery involved 
attaching the index finger, which was 
dangling by a lone vein, which was the 
size of one-fourth of the width of a 
human hair, and totally reconstructing 
the middle finger, which was com-
pletely shattered. The decision, how-
ever, was made to attempt to save the 
two fingers and to perform a surgery 
that lasted over 5 hours, beginning on a 
Sunday night at 11:30 p.m. and ending 
at 4:30 a.m. 

Blair stayed in Levine Children’s 
Hospital for 8 days, August 22 through 
August 29, where he had medical leech 
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